That’s One
Rockin’
Orchestra

someday to have our own place.”
A big part of that, of course, is getting involved. Dundore
said the orchestra has done well in recent years because students and adults have taken pride in the music they have
made together, and they have worked together to better the
orchestra.
“It’s really taken off through student involvement and parent involvement,” Dundore said. “There are many ways to get
involved with the band, not just playing an instrument.”
David Balch is the president of the orchestra’s board of
directors and has two sons playing in the orchestra.
Balch said working with Dundore is a treat, as Dundore
frequently bounces ideas off Balch and other directors.
“He likes to work with parents as a sounding board,” Balch
said. “He recognized that he may not have all the answers.”
Early on, the orchestra planned to release a live concert each
year, but logistically this proved difficult. The orchestra has one
live concert out, and Dundore hopes to produce another.

Instead of the same old classics,
the JoeyDCares band plays rock ‘n’ roll.
by Brian Anderson
Editor

T

he word orchestra may bring up some very
specific images in one’s mind — wooden
stage, back music stands, bow ties and
cummerbunds with white tuxedo shirts, and the
classic marches and songs some people have heard
their entire lives. However, one local orchestra
doesn’t get involved with those old classics. Instead,
the JoeyDCares Rock Orchestra plays hits from
the Rolling Stones to Taylor Swift — and in the
process, it’s raising money for local charities and
organizations.
The JoeyDCares Rock Orchestra was formed in 2010 and was
founded by Joey Dundore, who is now a music teacher at Piney
Ridge Elementary School, teaching students in first through
fifth grades. Dundore also is the executive director and conductor of the orchestra.
The earliest roots of the orchestra stretch back more than a
decade, when Dundore played a concert for charity after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. He raised about $500 through
CD sales and poster sales, and the money went to families of
emergency personnel who died at Ground Zero.
After a brief stint — and it was very brief — on the TV
show “America’s Got Talent,” Dundore decided to form the
JoeyDCares Rock Orchestra. This was after budget cuts caused
him to lose his job at Oklahoma Road Middle School and he
got a job at Piney Ridge Elementary.
Dundore still had a lot of support from the students, parents
and community at Oklahoma Road, and he decided to start this
band.
“With that support, we started with 10 or 15 kids. The idea
was we would raise money through music, playing music they
would be interested in,” he said.
The orchestra would appeal to the masses and more people
by playing rock and roll songs that may date back a few years
or a few decades.
Among the works Dundore arranged was a Rolling Stones
medley: “Paint it Black,” “Sympathy for the Devil” and
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“I am glad there are people out there like
Joe Dundore who are enthusiastic enough
about music and about teaching kids and
about helping others to put all the time
and effort into this group that he does.

”

—Edie Lee

The JoeyDCares Rock Orchestra rocks out for the Wounded Warrior
Project.
Photo courtesy of Edie Lee

“Gimme Shelter.” There also were songs from Earth, Wind and
Fire, James Brown, the Temptations, U2, Coldplay and Taylor
Swift.
“I write it so it works for the orchestra,” Dundore said.
Dundore said the orchestra has close to 40 kids, ranging
from sixth to 12th grades, as well as some junior members —
fifth-graders who do not perform with the group but are learning the songs and becoming involved with their community.
The orchestra has evolved into having to hold auditions. The
tryout includes scales, sight reading and playing songs that the
band has performed in the past.
“When we started, it was anyone who wanted to join and we
were happy that they were there,” Dundore said.
The band frequently plays at a fundraiser or cause and helps
raise money for a local charity.
“We try to have three gigs a session,” he said. “Gigs come
and go, but some are reoccurring.”
And each June, the orchestra holds a benefit concert to raise
money for the Wounded Warrior Project, which aims to help

and support wounded veterans once they have returned to civilian life.
“The big money is the Wounded Warrior Project,” Dundore
said.
Over the past two years, the orchestra has raised more than
$20,000 for the Wounded Warrior Project through this annual
concert.
The list of organizations that are supported by the orchestra
continues to expand. The following is a partial list of charities
that have been supported:
• Carroll County Food Sunday
• Eldersburg Eldercare
• Fairhaven continuing care
• Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
• Kennedy Krieger Institute
• Multiple Sclerosis Society
• South Carroll Business Association
• St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
• Susan G. Komen Foundation
The band also has some adult members, as well as a board of
directors to help guide the band. Dundore said though it is a full
orchestra, he would like to see more and more students take an
interest in it.
“I hope it grows,” he said. “I would like more strings. I want

Instead, the group has taken the approach of playing at
fundraising events and putting on the annual concert for the
Wounded Warriors Project. The band helps those organizations bring more money in because it attracts a large parent and
friend following.
Balch has two sons in the band — a junior and freshman,
both in high school.
“For us, it really provided a lot of value to our oldest son,”
Balch said, adding that his son gained a lot of confidence in
his abilities. “We really credit the rock orchestra program for
inspiring him to get better and providing him the atmosphere to
do that.”
As a member of the board, Balch said one of his goals is to
continue to grow the visibility of the band and continue to help
local charities.
“That’s really where we want to take it, to grow its popularity as much as we can,” he said.
Edie Lee also is on the board of directors and is the mother
of a French horn player in the band. Her husband also is in the
orchestra.
“They really enjoy it, and I value it,” she said.
Lee said the experience of being in the band has proved
particularly beneficial for her daughter
“This is her opportunity to play rock music, fun music,”
Lee said. “This is light-years ahead of what she’s been playing, she enjoys this more than playing the traditional music and
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The JoeyDCares Rock Orchestra plays at numerous events and
fundraisers throughout the year. Recent performances included one for
the Wounded Warrior Project, Fall Festival October 2012, the Kennedy
Krieger Festival of Trees and the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
Walk at Ravens Stadium.
Photo courtesy of Edie Lee
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marches.”
Lee said opportunities such as this can be great for young
players. They enjoy the music, so they practice more to sound
better, and then they enjoy the music even more.
She added that it is nice for her husband to get involved in
an orchestra again and be able to play rock music. It’s a solid
family bond, she said, and even she gets to be part of it by serving on the board.
The idea of the orchestra is a teaching moment for kids and
adults alike — giving back to the community, and helping local
charities and organizations.
“You can’t beat that kind of lessons for them — learning to
give back and help others,” Lee said.

“There are many ways to get involved
with the band, not just playing an
instrument.

”

—Joe Dundore

Lee said she has a lot of respect for Dundore, who gives up
a lot of time to help individual members of the band get better
and puts a lot of time and effort into the orchestra.
“I am glad there are people out there like Joe Dundore who
are enthusiastic enough about music and about teaching kids
and about helping others to put all the time and effort into this
group that he does,” she said.
The next performance by the orchestra will be at the Frederick County Light the Night Walk on Oct. 12. It is a fundraiser
for blood cancer research. For more information about the
orchestra, visit jdcrockorchestra.org.
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